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Sir William D'Avenant is said, by Downes, to have
conveyed his instructions to Mr. Betterton. Taylor
likewise played logo. He also performed Truewit
in The Silent Woman, Face in The Alchemist6,
and Mosca in Volpone; but not originally7. He
represented Ferdinand in The Dutchess of Malfy,
after the death of Burbadge. He acted Mathias in
The Picture, by Massinger; Paris in The Roman
Actor; the Duke in CaiielTs Deserving Favourite;
Hollo in The Bloody Brother; and Mirabel in The
Wild Goose Chase. There are verses by this per-
former prefixed to Massinger's Roman Actor, 1629 ;
and a poem containing high encomiums on his per-
formance in Fletcher's Faithful Shepherdess, when it
was revised in 1633, prefixed to the edition of that
play printed in 1634, by Shakerly Marmion.

In the year 1614, Taylor appears to have been
at the head of a distinct company of comedians, who
were distinguished by the name of The Lady Eliza-
beth's Servants 8. However, he afterward's returned
to his old friends; and after the death of Burbadge,
Heminges and Conddl, he in conjunction with John
Lowin and Eliard Swanston had the principal
management of the king's company. In Sept. 1639,
lie was appointed Yeoman of the Revels in ordinary
to his Majesty, in the room of Mr. William Hunt.
There were certain perquisites annexed to this office,
and a salary of sixpence a day. When he was in
attendance on the king he had 31. 6s. 8d. per month.

I find from Fleckno's Characters, that Taylor died
either in the year 1653, or in the following year 9 :

6 Hist* Histrion.

? Taylor's name does not occur in the list of actors printed
by Jonson at the end of Volpone.

8  MS. Vertue.

9  " He is one, who now the stage is down, acts the parasite's
part at table ; and, since Taylor's death, none can play Mosca so
well as he/'    Character of one who imitates the good Companion
another Way,   In the edition of Fleckno's Characters, printed in